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If you’ve been following our weekly information releases, you’ve seen that the current bond proposal 
has many components, including major improvements to the district’s auditorium, ag and industrial arts 
area, parking lots, roofs, utilities, and classrooms. This week’s information highlights proposed upgrades 
and additions to the district’s athletic and physical education facilities, which include the following: 
 

o Renovated HS gym – bleachers, LED lighting, and sound 
o Resurfaced athletic track 
o Lighted walk path and new bleachers for visitor side of football field 
o New weight-training space with new equipment and safety features for PE/athletics 
o Renovated locker / team rooms 
o New all-sports fitness facility for school and community use. 

 
While most of these upgrades require little explanation, we’ve heard considerable questions about the 
all-sports facility, or fieldhouse, so the majority of this information release will focus on answering those 
questions. 
 

 What is an All-Sports Center or Fieldhouse? 
o A “fieldhouse” is simply an athletic facility, but many people think of it as a football field, 

which is misleading because this space would be much more than that. Whatever the 
name, it would truly be an “all-sports center.” 

o For Lakers, the indoor turf area would be designed for football and soccer, with 
overhead hitting nets to be lowered for baseball, softball, and golf.  The area could also 
be used for marching band practices, archery, FFA toy tractor shows, concerts, carnivals, 
science demonstrations, and other school and community activities.   



o The non-turf area would include two basketball/volleyball/ tennis courts with an all-
purpose composite floor, and a retractable dividing curtain between them. 

o A 2-3 lane walking/running track would circle the perimeter of the courts. 
o A community fitness room with cardio equipment and weight machines would provide 

exercise opportunities for students, parents, and district residents. 
 

 How would this building benefit our students and school? 
o With long Michigan winters and a growing emphasis on year-round training and fitness, 

a facility like this would provide many unique opportunities for our students. 
o It would provide additional gym space for the many K-12 teams and clubs practicing 

after school. Currently teams rotate and practice late into the evening. 
o Like many healthcare organizations, our district is working to promote “wellness” and 

healthy living habits among our student body. 
o Research shows that healthier students are better learners. 
o Experience in a team setting is believed by many to shape better future employees. 
o Having a facility like this would make Lakers unique among neighboring districts. 

 

 How would this building benefit the community? 
o Indoor/outdoor concession area for our Boosters to support events year-round. 
o Indoor/outdoor restrooms for football, track, and marching band events. 
o Weekend sports tournaments for all ages. 
o Community fitness opportunities through sports, exercise classes, etc. 
o Many options for non-sport activities. 
o The Laker Board of Education wants our campus to be a hub for community activity. 

 

 Where would this building be located? 
o In the northeast corner of the High School parking lot, and northward into the fenced 

area by the football field/track. 
o A restroom and concession area would be located in the northwest corner of the facility 

and would be accessible from both indoors and outdoors. 
o The existing concession stand would potentially be moved to replace the old trailer 

stand between the baseball and softball fields. 
 

 How much parking space would we lose in the main parking lot? 
o Approximately 10-15%.  No school event has used all of our parking space in recent 

years, so there is room to spare. 
o This bond proposal would also provide resurfacing of all parking lots across campus and 

re-aligned parking spaces.  New markings would ensure the most efficient use of space. 
 

 Would there be extra security issues if this building is not attached to the school, especially if 
it’s open to the public? 

o This facility will have full surveillance coverage and key fob entry like every other 
building on campus.   

o There will potentially be fewer security issues with a detached building because people 
can access the facility after hours without gaining entrance to the school. 

o School groups using the facility for team or club purposes would be scheduled 
differently or kept separate from the general public and would be supervised by school 
staff, coaches, etc. 

o Student and campus security is always our top priority. 



 What would it cost to operate a facility like this? 
o While it’s impossible to give an exact quote on energy costs for a new facility, the 

architect and engineers from IDI are exploring the most cost-effective solutions 
available.  

o The Board of Education feels confident that the school-of-choice draw for the improved 
facilities in this proposal would more than offset any cost increases. 

o Potential business partnerships could also help to offset operational costs. 
o Other components of the bond proposal – new boilers, lighting, insulation, window 

repairs, air handling controls – will generate significant savings to help offset any 
increased costs. 

 

 What will it cost for community members to use this facility? 
o Fees and membership plans are unknown at this point, but Laker students, families, and 

district residents would likely have no-cost or low-cost access. 
o Any fees collected would be used to help offset costs associated with staffing and 

maintaining the facility. 
 

 Who will staff this facility on evenings and weekends? 
o Several different models are being examined: 

 The district could hire part-time services to be offset by membership fees. 
 A local business or individual could partner with the district to provide services 

in exchange for membership, use of the space, etc. 
 Services could be provided by school or community volunteers. 

o Other options would be considered as well. 
 

 Are we the only school district considering a facility like this? 
o No.  A growing number of districts around the state already have facilities like this.  
o Several other districts in the Thumb are considering similar facilities and have called to 

ask for information on our proposal. 
 
Voting for the proposed bond and sinking fund will take place on Tuesday, May 8. 
 

 


