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March 17, 2021 
  
 
Dear Laker Family, 
 
I write to you this afternoon with a heavy heart. Earlier today I was contacted by the wife of 
Secondary teacher, Mr. Alex McAlister, who was recently hired to a position in our Special 
Education department. She shared the sad news that Mr. McAlister had passed away in his 
sleep early this morning, and the cause of death remains unknown. We shared this news 
with Secondary staff members after school today, and we are all grieved by the sudden and 
tragic loss of a colleague and friend. Mr. McAlister was with us only a short time, but had a 
very positive impact on those around him. Please keep the McAlister family in your thoughts 
and prayers. We will provide any funeral and visitation information as it becomes available. 
 
We also learned today of two new positive COVID tests among Secondary staff members. 
After contacting the Health Department and conducting contact tracing, it was determined 
that several additional teachers and students would need to enter quarantine. Unfortunately, 
this puts us back in a position where we are unable to cover our classrooms, so we are 
announcing a return to remote learning for all Secondary students (grades 6-12) beginning 
tomorrow and extending through next week, returning to school after Spring Break. High 
school tech students will also transition to remote learning tomorrow, and dual enrolled 
students may use their waivers and drive themselves to the Tech Center for classes. Our 
Elementary students will continue with in-person learning until further notice. 
 
At this point, the Coming Home game and festivities scheduled for Friday night will continue 
as planned. We believe it’s important, perhaps now more than ever, that students have 
something to celebrate and enjoy with each other.  
 
As one of our Board of Education members said, “this is all a continuation of a rough year,” 
and that sums it up pretty well. There are some positives and silver linings that we’ve 
experienced along the way, but we recognize the extra strain that has been placed on 
families, especially when students are forced to learn from home. Please let us know how we 
can support you in the days ahead. We look forward to seeing all students back in-person 
following Spring Break. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian Keim 
Superintendent 
 

 
 

 

 

 
CENTRAL OFFICE 

W. Brian Keim, Superintendent 

Mike Klosowski, Chief Financial Officer 

(989) 453.4600  FAX (989) 453.4609 

 
Equal Opportunity Employer 

www.lakerschools.org 

 


