
April 9, 2021

Dear Families,

It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter to inform you of our decision to cancel the May 2021 trip to
Washington D.C. Upon discussion with the tour company, administration, and seeing the current state of
restrictions in D.C., we feel that this decision is what is best for everyone's health, safety, and well being.The
mayor of D.C. has just come out with some new travel guidelines for large groups coming to the city that would
open up some venues at 50% capacity, but not everything would be open and available for our tour. Aside from
that, Brightspark has also implemented some stringent health and safety protocols that would make travel quite
difficult, and possibly more expensive if someone were to get sick.

Some of the protocols by the tour company would require all participants to have a PCR test for COVID 3-5
days before our departure date, masks at all times, temperature and symptom checks twice daily, and
isolation/quarantine of any traveler who may become symptomatic while traveling. If a student were to become
symptomatic we would be required to get the traveler tested right away, and then isolate/quarantine that
traveler until a parent could come to get them or the parent would need to make financial arrangements for the
traveler to be able to isolate/quarantine in D.C. through the required time frame in.

At this point, because we had the trip set up as a postponed trip from 2020, we can cancel now and all families
will get a refund on the money they’ve paid minus trip insurance. Fundraising money is not refundable to the
families and will go back into the Washington D.C. trip account for future use. This is a legal policy that must be
followed.

If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at brsmith@lakerschools.org or at 989-453-4600 ext.
201.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Smith

mailto:brsmith@lakerschools.org

