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May 17, 2021 
 
  
Dear Laker Family, 
 
Greetings and happy Monday from the Schoolhouse, I hope you are all doing well. I’m writing this 
afternoon with some clarifications and updates on mask protocol for staff and students. 
 
Last Friday, Governor Whitmer issued a sudden order stating that adults and students 16 years 
and older could stop wearing masks indoors if they were fully vaccinated for at least two weeks. A 
note was sent to Laker staff stating we would examine the issue over the weekend and put out a 
communication sometime Sunday evening. I consulted with other superintendents from Huron 
County and studied the positions of CDC, MDHHS, and our school attorneys.  
 
Last night, after collecting as much input as possible, another note was sent to staff asking them 
to consider remaining in masks regardless of their vaccination status so we could support those 
students who are unvaccinated and avoid any unnecessary divisions on this emotional topic. 
 
We then put out a brief post on our FB page asking staff and students to bring verification of their 
vaccine card if they wished to attend school without masks, because there is no other way to 
accurately confirm vaccination and our school attorney said it was indeed the best and most legal 
way to proceed. We wanted to avoid having students bring their actual vaccine card because it 
could be easily lost, so we asked for a photo instead. We also chose this language because it put 
the choice to question someone’s vaccination status in the hands of our Principals. 
 
Today all of our staff reported to work with masks on and only a couple of older students reported 
without masks. There was no questioning or dishonesty reported by administration and people 
have been respectful of each other. 
 
I wish I could tell you that the mask mandates have become more clear, but that’s not the case. 
The CDC is recommending that schools remain in masks, MDHSS (who wrote the new order) has 
confirmed that vaccinated students may attend school without masks, and MiOSHA is still 
developing their response regarding employee expectations.  
 
So at this point, we are asking everyone to continue forward in the same way we did today until 
better information becomes available.  
 
We do not enjoy enforcing these constantly changing state mandates, but it is our legal and 
professional obligation to do so. If you have concerns about our position, please contact me 
directly at bkeim@lakerschools.org or (989)453-4600. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian Keim 
Superintendent 
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